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Makos Thump Urbanna! Divisionals 
Today 
 
Prelude – Summer 1975  
 
Growing up in the Boston area, you grew to 
love the Red Sox at an early age. They gave 
you the thrill of victory and drug you through 
the agony of defeat many times over the 
years. One of your fondest memories is game 
6 of the 1975 World Series that is often used 
as measuring stick for which other games are 
compared. The theatrics, pressure and 
general hoopla were never greater – all 
underscored by the nostalgic backdrop of 
Fenway Park - when Carlton Fisk hit the 
game winning, walk-off home run in the 
bottom of the 12th inning to even the series at 
3-games each with the Cincinnati Reds. 
Unfortunately, as your grandfather had 
warned years earlier, the “Curse of the 
Bambini” was upon the Red Sox. In the 
deciding game seven, the Reds squelched 
the bean towners’ hopes for a championship. 
It was a tough loss and you felt hollow for a 
whole week. 
 
Eleven years passed and you found yourself 
again glued to the action on a cool October 
evening in 1986 as the Sox were one strike 
away from a world championship against the 
New York Mets.  With the winning run on 
second base, New York’s Mookie Wilson hit a 
slow roller (on the 10th pitch of the at-bat) to 
first baseman Bill Buckner who was not able 
to corral it. The Mets went on to win the series 
4 games to 3. Uggh! 
 
Like all devoted fans, you stuck with the Sox 
and the curse was finally lifted in 2004 when 
long haired Johnny Damon led the team to 
victories over the dreaded Yankees in the 
ALCS and Cardinals in the World Series. A 

new era of Boston baseball was born and you 
were again on cloud nine. 
 
Summer 2012 
 
As a seasoned fan of the sporting life, you 
thought this would be easy. Show up for a 
few Saturday mornings, drink some coffee, 
click a few stop-watches, call it even and go 
watch Red Sox baseball. (The Sox are nearly 
.500 at 49-50 and are 10 ½ games behind the 
Yankees as of press time – maybe they’ll 
make a late run in August). Little did you 
know it would turn into an 8-week roller 
coaster ride that completely turned your world 
upside down. 
 
When the Makos sprang to a fast 2-0 start 
with wins over Ben Lomond and Stonewall 
Park, the coffee tasted just a little sweeter 
and you dreamt of an undefeated season. 
Then they brought you back to reality during a 
long two-week road trip that included losses 
at Wellington and Old Bridge; and narrowly 
missed a victory vs. Westridge. Just as you 
were ready to write the season off, the Makos 
upended Urbanna and you sensed a 
momentum shift. 
 
After making your way to Urbanna last 
Saturday, you saw good things happen off the 
get-go when 8U’s Zach Marks, Paul David 
Quimby, Noland Rehrig, Abby Willever,  
Sarah Gerhart (who earned Most Improved 
8U girl), Andrew Goff, Emma Weaver, and 
Carley Mayers tossed in a whopping 79-team 
points as they took the top two finishes in the 
100m mixed medley relay (an unofficial first in 
club history). You crept just a little closer to 
the pool edge to glimpse long-timers Max 
Derderian, CJ Brenner, Ryan Marks, and 
Clayton Bellamy win the 12U 100m medley 
relay (1:21.62). You squeezed the rolled-up 



heat sheet just a little tighter when Emily 
Sterling, Lauren Pion, Elizabeth Healey, and 
Brigit Turner hung on for the medley relay win 
on the girls’ side (1:14.23). (Healey took High 
Point honors for the 12U girls this summer). 
You had the 14U boys names memorized by 
week 3 and prognosticated their chances for 
more record breaking efforts this week.  
 
The Makos came up big last week and now 
you’re completely “in the glue.”  There’s no 
escape. Don’t attempt to turn back. Welcome 
to Divisionals Saturday! Remain calm dear 
ones. We’ll take you this thing in step-by-step 
fashion. 
 
Leading off 
 
Today, MBW fans bid farewell to 13-year 
veteran Sean Gambarani who is swimming in 
his final meet for the Makos. Figuratively, 
Sean is the bridge between a group of older 
boys that were with the team in its early days 
and the next generation of 18U racers. For 
his final meet, the scene couldn’t be more 
electric.  
 
Coming off a win over Urbanna last week 
(2762-1806), the Makos have a solid 3-3 
record heading into the season finale. Head 
Coach Eric Sargent has the squad peaking at 
just the right time with the Divisionals Crown 
hanging in the balance. The Makos have 
momentum on their side and rarely has the 
team been in such a favorable position. (The 
2009 had a 4-1 record going into Divisionals 
but fell just short at Dominion Valley to DVS 
and AST.) 
 
On a historical note, MBW has two Divisionals 
championships to its credit in the team’s 14-
year history. The last one came in July of 
2008. Locals are drawing comparisons of the 
current team with that 2008 squad which 
entered Divisionals against Ashland and 
Urbanna with a 3-3 record. On the 12U girls’ 
side, it will be a near repeat of 4-years ago as 
fans will recall that Sterling, Healey and 
Turner (along with Samantha Townsend) led 
a strong 8U relay team that summer. 
 

Adding to the theatrics today, a win would 
make Sean Gambarani the first ever Mako to 
have swam on three Divisionals 
championship teams. It would also likely mark 
the first time in PWSL history that a 
Divisionals winning head coach also swam for 
a Divisionals champion.  Fittingly, Gambarani 
is the boys 18U High Point man for the 
summer. 
 
For the Record 
 
Matthew Healey lowered his own club record 
50m butterfly time to 27.65s vs. Urbanna. At 
the Westridge meet on July 14, he was 
involved in four record setting swims which is 
believed to be a club first in the 14U division 
(he set individual records in the 50m fly and 
backstroke; and combined with Daniel Smith, 
Brock Cudahy and David Bennett to break the 
200m freestyle and medley relay records). 
While our archives don’t go back that far, his 
five triple-event win Saturdays this summer is 
believed to have occurred on only two other 
occasions in 14U club history (Eric Sargent in 
2005 and Gabrielle Mizerak in 2006). 
 
Honorees from the team’s recent awards 
ceremony include: 
 
Coaches Award 
Isabelle Utsler, David Sniffen 
 
Senior Award 
Josh Feshari 
 
Most Improved 
8U Sarah Gerhart, Andrew Goff 
10U Isabelle Utsler, Mike Gerhart 
12U Hannah Crawley, Thomas Barks 
14U Mary Kate Weiser, Collin Crawley 
18U Shelby Ingram, Kevin Olsen 
 
High Points 
8U Joy Combs, Joshua Smith 
10U Aidan-Claire Cudahy, Jason Smith  
12U Elizabeth Healey, Max Derderian  
14U Kathleen Weiser, Matthew Healey  
18U Lauren Sargent, Sean Gambarani 
 
 
 



Divisionals Checklist 
 
Given the excitement and anticipation, it’s 
important to stay organized and we’ve 
prepared the annual Divisionals checklist for 
your convenience.  
 

o Towels 
 

o Misters Cudahy, Smith, Healey and 
Bennett – Four words…One fifty eight 
flat.  
 

o Water 
 

o Sean Gambarani – Gas up the 
DeLorean one more time. Have the 8U 
boys wash and wax it. Engage the flux 
capacitor. 
 

o Goggles 
 

o Quimby parents – Lily and Paul David 
dropped multiple seconds over several 
events last week. See if you can talk 
them into it again. 
 

o Rehrig parents – Ditto that request for 
Gillian and Nolan. 
 

o Sunscreen  
 

o Turner parents – Long timers that you 
are, just feed them well and go to bed 
early. 

 
o Vaccaro parents – Ditto that. 

 
o Weiser parents – Would give you the 

total team points contributed by Mary 
Kate, Kathleen, and Mike at Urbanna, 
but I can’t count that high. Somebody 
pass me a slide rule. 
 

o Record the Olympic Opening 
Ceremonies on Friday evening for later 
viewing. 

 
 
 
 

Faces in the Crowd 
 

 
 
Above: Devin Kaucher and the 18U girls have 
kept the competition at arm’s length this 
summer. Shelby Ingram and Kevin Olsen 
earned Most Improved honors for the 18U’s. 
Below: High Point awardee Lauren Sargent 
shares a pre-race tip with Claire Loper. Fans 
are hoping the girls will fly to another victory 
this week. 
 

 
 

 
 
6-year olds Avery Mayers (foreground) and 
Bryce Flanders (background) took a leap of 
faith when they joined the Makos this 
summer. Turns out that they love swimming 
and swimming loves them. 



 

Coming off an impressive showing last week 
in which she dropped a combined 4-seconds 
off her 25m freestyle and backstroke times, 
8U Emma Pahls continues her quest for heat 
ribbons this Saturday at Divisionals. 

 
10U swimmers Jared Rouffa and Riley O’Neal 
along with 12U Max Derderian solidified a 
strong effort at Urbanna last week. Rouffa 
posted wins in the 50m freestyle (40.75s) and 
breaststroke (56.87s). O’Neal had PWB times 
in the 50m freestyle and 25m butterfly. 
Derderian raced to his first triple event win of 
the season. 
 
 

 

 
 
Shown here between events at Urbanna, 
Andrew Healey, Timmy Utsler, Jason Smith, 
Mike Gerhart and Riley O’Neal have 
progressed steadily throughout the summer. 
Healey dropped nearly 10-sec of his 50m 
breaststroke while Utsler shed 5-sec from his 
50m backstroke last week. Gerhart – who 
recently was name Most Improved 10U 
swimmer – was overall 3rd place in three 
individual events (including a PWB time of 
57.47s in the 50m backstroke) and anchored 
the 10U 100m medley relay team win 
(1:22.65).  
 

 
 
8U girls Carley Mayers, Libby Weaver and 
Emma Weaver had good reason to smile last 
Saturday. Mayers chipped in a combined 17-
team points in the 25m freestyle and 
backstroke. Six year old Libby swam in four 
events. Both Emma and Carley have PWB 
times in the 25m freestyle and backstroke. 
 
 



 
 
A workhorse for the Makos this summer and 
High Point man in the 10U flight, Jason Smith 
posted his fifth triple-event win of the season 
at the Urbanna meet. Locals are pinning their 
collective hopes on Smith and his 10U 
colleagues for one more dramatic effort this 
Saturday. 
 

 
 
The annual outdoor swim season comes to a 
close on Saturday as youngsters from around 
Prince William County will be participating in 
Divisional Tri-meets. 8U girls Jade Beckett, 
Rachel Goff, Mayce Combs, Olivia Moretti, 
Bailey Case, Katie Marks, and Emily Brenner 
of Meadowbrook Woods will try to take a bite 
out of the Urbanna Otters and Westridge 
Waves. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Zach Marks and Andrew Goff got off the wall 
quickly against Urbanna last week. Marks 
now has a PWB time in the 25m backstroke. 
Goff dropped in incredible 6-seconds off his 
25m freestyle to 30.55s and was named Most 
Improved 8U swimmer. 
 

 
 
Standing on the brink a Divisionals 
Championship, MBW will rely heavily on 12U 
swimmers Noah Meltzer, Cody Bennett, and 
Ryan Marks this Saturday. The boys will need 
to work arm-in-arm to overtake Urbanna and 
Westridge. 
 
 



 
 
Rising 5th and 6th graders at nearby Thurgood 
Marshall Elementary and Louise A. Benton 
Middle Schools, Katie Marks, Rachel Meltzer 
and Emily Brenner stack up nicely against the 
Otters and Waves. In the 50m freestyle, look 
for Brenner to battle WST’s Alyssa Gamboa 
while Meltzer will likely be neck and neck with 
Ava Crites. Fans are expecting a photo finish 
between Marks and WST’s Nooriman Amara 
in the 50m backstroke. Hurry girls! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
One of MBW’s most durable and dependable 
swimmers over the years, Josh Feshari (right) 
- shown here with 18U pals Kevin Olsen and 
Sean Rouffa – recently graduated from 
Osbourn Park High School. All three swam for 
the Yellow Jackets last winter. Fans are 
hoping he’ll return for one more summer next 
year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
------------------------------------------------------------ 
Author’s Note 
 
The Red Sox story was selected at random 
for reader interest. One need not look far for 
similar stories in other towns and cities.  
 
 


